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or by Mr. John Morley; and whose decision, con-
seauently in this particular case, must be recognized as
haying greater authority. These representative critics,
whose unanimous opinion, arrived at from different
standpoints, may surely be described as the sentence
upon Eousseau pronounced by "the saner and more
rational of those who have judged him," are Mirabeau,
the politician of genius; Madame de Stael, the accom-
plished woman of the world as well as of letters;
Emanuel Kant, the philosophic critic; and Schiller, the

ideal poet.                                           .    .

Mirabeau's judgment. Before acquainting ourselves
mth Mirabeau's estimate of the personal character of the
author of the Central Social, let us see what circum-
stances lead more authority to his decision than belongs
to the convictions and impressions of a literary critic
ivho, like Sainte-Beuve, gives it as his " opinion" that
the author of the Confessions was a liar.

Gabriel Honore Mirabeau was bom in 1749; in other
words, he entered life in the same year^when, at thirty-
seven years of age, the author of the Discourse upon the
Influences upon Morality of the Arts and Sciences
commenced his career as a social prophet Gabriel
Honore was ten years of age, and old enough and bright
enough, we may be sure, to attend to the discussions
going on amongst Ms elders, when the publication of the
Lettre d d'Alembert announced to the public the rupture
of Rousseau's intimacy with Diderot In 1768, when,
after his quarrel with Hume, Eousseau was offered by
the elder Mirabeau (the Friend of Man, but the enemy
of his own household) a retreat in one of Ms chateaux,
Gabriel Honore was already an officer in the army; and
in the way of hearing all that was said for, and against,
a famous man on terms of intimate correspondence with
his terrible father. In 1778, the date of Rousseau's
death, Gabriel Honor6 Mirabeau was twenty-nine years
of age. His mature judgment upon Rousseau pronounced
two years later, was delivered in full view of the savage